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Table 1: Estimated Median Age at First Marriage
2000-2003

Area Men Women
District of Columbia 30.1 29.9

United States 26.7 251

Percent of Coupled Households
2000-2003

Area Married Couple Households Unmarried Partner Households
District of Columbia 21.7% 5.5%

United States 50.6% 5.0%

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey 2002-2003,
Census Supplemental Survey 20002001
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MARRIAGE & FERTILITY from page 1

Women with a Birth in the Last Year

An estimated 53.4% of women who gave
birth in the last year in the District from
2000-2003 were unmarried (Table 2). The
national average was 29%. Most states in
the South had a higher percentage of moth-
ers with a birth in the last year who were
unmarried, compared with the national aver-
age. Most states in the West, Midwest and
Northeast had lower percentages of mothers
with a birth in the last year who were unmar-
ried compared with the national average.

In the District, around 6.8% of mothers
with a birth in the last year were teenagers
for 2000-2003 (Table 2). Nationally, around
8% of mothers with a birth in the last year
were teenagers. Most states in the South
had a higher percentage of mothers with a
birth in the last year who were teenagers
compared to the national average, while
most states in the Northeast had a lower
percentage.

Among mothers with a birth in the last year
in the District, 36.3% were below the
poverty level for 2000-2003 (Table 3). Of all
married women who gave birth in the last
year in the District, 24% were below the
poverty level. Among unmarried mothers
with a birth in the last year in the District,
54.4% were below the poverty level.
Nationally, among mothers with a birth in the
last year 23% were below the poverty level
for 2000-2003; 12% of all married mothers
who gave birth in the last year were below
the poverty level; and half of all unmarried
mothers with a birth in the last year were
below the poverty level. A higher percentage
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of married mothers with a birth in the last
year who live in states in the West and
South were below the poverty level when
compared to the national average. The
Midwest and Northeast states had a lower
percentage of married mothers with a birth
in the last year who were below the poverty
level compared with the national average.

Fifty-six percent of all District mothers with
a birth in the last year were in the labor
force for 2000-2003; 58.9% of all married
mothers with a birth in the last year were in
the labor force; and 53.2% of all unmarried
mothers with a birth in the last year were in
the labor force (Table 3). For 2000-2003 in
the United States, 56% of all mothers with
a birth in the last year were in the labor
force for 2000-2003; 54% of all married

mothers with a birth in the last year were in
the labor force; and 60% of all unmarried
mothers with a birth in the last year were in
the labor force.

In the District, 7.4% of mothers with a birth
in the last year spoke English “not well” or
“not at all” for 2000-2003 (Table 4).
Nineteen percent of mothers with a birth in
the last year were non-citizens. For the
United States 8% of mothers with a birth in
the last year spoke English “not well” or
“not at all” for 2000-2003 and 15% of
mothers with a birth in the last year were
non-citizens. States in the West, Texas
and lllinois had a higher percentage of
mothers who spoke English “not well” or
“not at all”, and were non-citizens com-
pared with the national average.

Table 2
Percent of Women with a Birth in the Last Year Who Are Unmarried
2000-2003

Area

District of Columbia
United States

Percent
53.4%
29.1%

Percent of Women with a Birth in the Last Year Who Are Teenagers
2000-2003

Area
District of Columbia
United States

Percent
6.8%
7.7%

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey 2002-2003,

Census Supplemental Survey 20002001

Table 3
Percent of Women with a Birth in the Last Year Who Are Below the Poverty Level
2000-2003

Area
District of Columbia
United States

All Women
36.3%
23.2%

Married Women
24.0%
12.2%

Unmarried Women
54.4%
50.0%

Percent of Women with a Birth in the Last Year Who Are in the Labor Force
2000-2003

Area All Women
District of Columbia 55.9%
United States 56.1%

Married Women
58.9%
54.4%

Unmarried Women
53.3%
60.1%

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey 2002-2003,

Census Supplemental Survey 2000-2001

Table 4
Percent of Women with a Birth in the Last Year by Language

and Citizenship Indicators
2000-2003

Area

Percent Who Speak English ‘Not

Percent Who are Non-citizens

well’ or ‘Not at all’

District of Columbia
United States

7.4%
8.2%

19.2%
14.4%

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey 2002-2003,

Census Supplemental Survey 20002001
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